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illustrated. 1892 Excerpt: ...street as it is from East New York and about all Brooklyn and
Jersey to Twenty-third street. Then, again, there is no good reason why all or nearly all the
great hotels should be located miles away from the commercial center. They were forced to go
up town for the security and comfort of guests; but a way will be opened for their return when
the truck service has been curtailed. Indeed, the writer can conceive of a lower New York
made so compact, comfortable, and free from all noise, filth, and nuisances of any kind that a
new opera-house might be located on the site of Burtons old Chambers-street theater, could
the location be found. No such restoration of vanished glories need be anticipated; but it is
suggested for the purpose of showing how far New York has been pushed from her true
equilibrium by the pernicious system that she is nursing. The chief need of New York as a
preliminary to amendment along the water-front is a little more of the fighting
accomplishment. Her people fight doughtily on the defensive, a kind of fighting that generally
leads to defeat. But they never fight aggressively if they can help it. It seems a little strange
that about one hundred years should have been allowed to pass since confiscation was made
unconstitutional in the United States, and that during all this time no person should have
challenged in court the right of a colonial governor and a State Legislature to take without
compensation the property of the riparian landholders of New York and give it to the city.
Throughout Christendom, and as far back in history as the usages of land tenure can be traced,
the title to submerged lands adheres and has adhered to the upland. Outside of the city, even
the State of New York will not allow submerged lands to be granted to a...
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